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Your Vote 

Matters 
Get involved in your  

stateõs future 

The summer is finally gone, 
and with fall here, that means 
election season is upon us.  
Our fall Candidates Forum, 
which is scheduled for Thurs-
day, October 14, will let resi-
dents meet with our candi-
dates.  We usually only make 
the most of election time when 
the presidentõs office is up for 
grabs.  However, while the 
president may represent an 
overall impression of the 
American consciousness, the 
president acts as more of a 
figurehead with very limited 
authority.  You will see the 
most change in your day-to-
day life based on whoõs elected 
locally, then statewide then 
federally. 

Thatõs not to discount the 
work of state and federal rep-
resentatives, who work dili-
gently for their areas.  How-
ever, these representatives are 
taking on broad initiatives to 
best fit a much larger number 
of people than our local candi-
dates would.  This year, there 
are many local officials seeking 
re-election.  Several county 
commissioners, school board 
members, judges, the Sheriffõs 
Office and Soil and Water 
Conservation Office:  all these 
offices could see changes. 

Beside the big issues that seem 
to grip Scotland County during  

giving you the tools to make a 
better informed group helps to 
identify top issues, candidates 
opinions on these issues, who 
represents you and how to 
contact them, and how to get 
registered to vote.  The group 
primarily focuses on state and 
federal issues, but they present 
the information clearly and 
concisely. 

With all the options available 
for voting, and with all the 
ways to find out about your 
candidates, make an effort to 
make your voice heard.  For 
more information on candi-
dates, contact the Scotland 
County Board of Elections at 
(910) 277-2595.  Donõt forget 
the Candidates Forum, too, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m., Octo-
ber 14 in the Scotland County 
Courthouse. 

why we donõt have online vot-
ing.  As of now, online voting 
isnõt available due to the inher-
ent risks involved with trans-
mitting anything, especially 
your vote, over the Internet.  
Loss of anonymity, denial of 
service attacks, missing and 
unaccounted votes - these have 
all been problems with other 
states and countries that have 
used online voting.  Thatõs not 
to say, though, that online 
voting would never happen in 
North Carolina.  As technol-
ogy and security improve, we 
could see some kind of online 
voting in the future. 

Even if voting is easy to do, we 
still need to be informed on 
the issues our candidates think 
are the most pressing.  Thatõs 
why itõs up to everyone to 
evaluate which issues are im-
portant, then find out how 
candidates stand.  Our Candi-
dates Forum is one good way 
to do this, but you can also 
attend local board meetings, 
which are open to the public, 
attend forums sponsored by 
other agencies, watch televised 
debates, read up online and in 
the newsé  the list goes on.  
Many of our local candidates, 
too, are easily accessible to 
discuss issues.  The local Board 
of Elections, city of Laurin-
burg or Scotland County of-
fices can help get you in con-
tact with your officials. 

If you need another reason to 
vote, the group, the North 
Carolina Prosperity Project or 
NCP2 (ncprosperity.org), is  

the political season:  waste, 
taxes, education and unemploy-
ment, whoever is involved in 
our local decision-making proc-
esses, have much more to work 
on:  zoning requests, budgeting, 
advising on department re-
quests and public hearings just 
to name a few.  While these 
donõt seem as exciting or press-
ing, these items will affect our 
business community, although 
subtly, more so than some 
largely debated issues. 

With your livelihood in the 
hands of others, thereõs really 
no reason NOT to vote.  Weõve 
all heard that voting really does 
matter, but we oftentimes won-
der what our one vote will do.  
In our May election, one vote 
was the difference in our locally 
elected officials.  Who knows 
how Scotland County would be 
different if just one (or two) 
more people voted? 

Before, voting used to be an 
arduous one-day process.  Weõd 
line up at the National Guard 
Armory, sometimes waiting in 
line for hours to cast our vote.  
However, North Carolina and 
our local Board of Elections 
have simplified the process 
tremendously.  With the intro-
duction of early voting, or one-
stop voting, back in 2000, we 
have two weeks - beginning 
October 14 - before election 
day to vote.  Even if youõre not 
in Scotland County, you can 
still use absentee voting during 
the same time.  With the Inter-
net becoming more readily 
available, some may wonder  

http://ncprosperity.org
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Billõs Mattress and 
Appliances 

Dominoõs Pizza 

Family Fitness Center 

Golden Corral 

Jackieõs Hallmark 

Joyce McDow 

Donald Nisbett, MD 

Sandhills Cardiology 

Scotland Cardiology 

Scotland Inn 

Southeastern SELF 
Recovery 

Two Hawk Employment 
Services 

Frank Ward 

Here  We  Grow  Again!  
Welcome New Members 

 

Evergreen Behavioral 
Management, Inc. 

17160 Plant Road, Laurinburg 

Phone:  (910) 276-8545 

Fax:  (910) 276-8587 

Contact:  Ginger Gore 

Web:  ebmhs.com 

These directors will take the 
place of the following current 
directors:  Steve Cole of Sim-
mons Heating and Air, Wayne 
Cromartie of FCC and Kirsten 
Dean of Art by Design.  There 
is one additional vacant seat that 
was not filled in 2010. 

If there are no additional nomi-
nations from the membership at 
least 30 days prior to the Annual 
Meeting, the slate of candidates 
presented below will be consid-
ered elected.  For more infor-
mation, call the Chamber office 
at (910) 276-7420. 

At the last board of directors 
meeting, the Nominating Com-
mittee presented a slate of can-
didates to fill vacant seats begin-
ning in 2011.  New members 
that fill these seats would be 
sworn in January of 2011, and 
their term would run until the 
end of 2013.  As required by 
Article VI, Section 3 of your 
Chamberõs by-laws: 

Once approved by the Board of Direc-
tors, the slate of candidates shall be 
published in the Chamber newsletter 
and posted in the Chamber office at 
least thirty (30) days prior to the date 
of the next annual election. 

Board Votes to Fill Seats 

2011 Slate of New and Renewing Board Directors 
 

Maria Bingham 
Marketing Director 

Scottish Food Systems 

 

Lee Howell 
Owner 

Scotland Motors 

 

Greg Icard 
Economic Developer 

Scotland County 

 

Dale McInnis (renewing seat) 
President 

Richmond Community College 

 

Dean Nichols 
Owner 

Nicõs Pic Kwik 

 

Mike Vinson (renewing seat) 
President 

First Bank 


